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ABSTRACT 
 

The online participatory exam transforms the traditional exam into a constructivist, cooperative and engaging learning 
experience. Students learn from designing and answering exam questions, from evaluating their peers’ performance, and from 
reading questions, answers and evaluations. This paper, aimed at faculty who teach online and at researchers interested in 
online learning, describes the procedures, advantages, and disadvantages of this new approach to the examination process. 
Five semesters of participatory exam research are analyzed. A majority of students preferred the participatory exam and 
believed that it increased their learning. 
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