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ABSTRACT 
 
This is the second in a series of three papers about online pedagogy and educational practice as part of the JISE “Online 
Education Forum.”  This paper deals with the question: How is teaching online different from conventional teaching? By 
comparing these differences along several dimensions, a set of recommended practices for online teaching emerges. This 
article examines issues such as online course organization and planning, teaching guidelines and constraints, relationships 
between students and teacher, lectures versus tutorials, and assessment of student performance. A transition is underway. The 
same networking and computing technology that has revolutionized global commerce, and many other facets of modern life, is 
now being targeted at education. Partnering the Internet with modern course management systems makes it possible for 
universities to offer online coursework on a global basis. The critical task that lies ahead is to create and disseminate curricula 
of high quality online that students can embrace and educators can sustain. The overall objective of JISE’s Online Education 
Forum is to examine the realities of college and university online teaching, and the processes of education using today’s 
information technologies. The issues and insights discussed in this forum will provide educators with important tools and the 
understanding needed to embrace the world of online education.  
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